Clergy and Church Officials

Priest-in-Charge: (Day off - Tuesday) Puppet Club: S‘t‘ ]Oh" Di Oce se

Revd. Phillip M. AMEY 9226 6170 Mrs. Eve MOUNTAIN, 9226 3540 o B

Wardens: Christian Giving Hon. Secretary: 4 o.f

Mr. Brian STUBBS*, 9225 3661 Mr. Christopher YEO, 9225 3477 T"‘e BA]”“ St

Mr. Dave CHOPPEN*, 9223 2473 B.R.F. Daily Bible Notes:

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. E. FIELDS, 9238 8249 P br l P rt ,1 1 t],‘
Church Flowers: ur OO ( O s 0\4

Hon. Secretary: Mrs. Maureen LEWIS 9264 9980
Social Committee:

Deanery Synod: Mr. Alfie WOOTTEN*, 9279 8215

Mrs. Diane COULSON*; 9238 6950 Bellringers’ Hon. Secretary:

Mr. Brian STUBBS*, 9225 3661 c¢/o Jan ALLNUTT, 07909 943334

Verger: P.C.C. Vice-Chairman:

Mr. Keith SOUTHWOOD, 9237 4834 Mr. Bill JEFFERY*, 9225 7288

Parish Clerk: P.C.C. (includes above marked with *)

Mr. T. LEWIS, 9264 9980 Mrs. Maureen FRANCIS 9278 8563

Organist & Choirmaster: Mrs. Lesley MOORE, 9225 1397

Mr. A. F. PEGG¥*, 92241014 Mr. Daron BLACKMORE 9237 2173

Child Protection Representative: Magazine Editor:

Mrs. S. PHEASANT, 9226 3249 Mr. A. F. PEGG, 92241014

Kidzone:

Mrs. Eve MOUNTAIN*, 9226 3540

Church Services: /Please check the Weekly News Sheet for any alterations]
HOLY COMMUNION - Every Sunday at 8.00am (said); 10.00am (sung),
Every Thursday at 10.30am (said).
OTHER SERVICES -
Kidzone at 9.45am in the Church Hall, every Sunday, except when announced.
Evening Service every Sunday at 6.00pm (unless otherwise announced);
Morning Prayer  9.00am Monday, Wednesday & Friday; 9.45am Thursday
Evening Prayer  6.00pm Monday, Wednesday & Thursday

7.00pm Tuesday & Friday

Vestry Hour:

Ist & 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6.00 - 7.00pm, for arrangement of
Baptisms, Marriages etc., in Vestry on North side of Church

Church Hall: Bookings / Enquiries - please contact

Rosie McAndrew, tel. 023 9226 8534

Brownies - Tuesday 6.00pm 2nd Purbrook Guides - Wednesday 7.00pm

Rainbows - Wednesday 5.45pm -

(these groups meet during term-time only)
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2 FROM THE REGISTERS

'

Baptisms
23rd October 2011 Soren BROWN
6th November 201 1 Eva Anne ELLIS
20th November 2011 Daniel James BLACKMORE

We welcome you into the family of the church.

Your church has a web-site at
www.stjohnspurbrookorg.uk

Your prayers are requested for Families living in:

Alexander Close, Boyle Crescent, Charles Close, Corbett Road,
Cowen Road, Cunningham Road, Gordon Road, Hamble Lane,
Marlborough Close, Montgomery Walk, Mountbatten Drive

January Rotas

Sidespersons Brass

Ist Mrs. V. Jeffery, Mrs. K. Mew

8th Mr. A. Wootten, Mrs. P. Wootten 7th

15th  Mrs. P. Tunaley, Mrs. R. Wilkins 14th

22nd Mrs. P. Thomson, Mrs. C. Wales 21st  Guides
29th Dr. N. Burton, Mrs. J. Nunn 28th Mr. & Mrs. T. Harfield

Flowers Cleaners

Ist  Mrs. M. Lewis, Mrs, S. McIntosh
8th Mrs. M. Lewis, Mrs. J. Brown
15th  Mrs. M. Lewis, Mrs. M. Pegg 14th Mr. & Mrs. T. Harfield
22nd Mrs. M. Lewis 21st Mrs. K. Mew

29th Mrs. M. Lewis 28th

7th Mr. & Mrs. Stubbs

The Selkirk Grace
(Used at Burns Suppers)

Some hae meat and cannot eat.
Some cannot eat that want it:
But we hae meat and we can eat,
Sae let the Lord be thankit

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE
February 2012 MAGAZINE: 14th January 2012
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Sunday Readings for January (10.00am Services)

Ist Naming & Circumcision Numbers 6:22-end
of Jesus Galatians 4: 4- 7
Luke 2:15-21

Isaiah 60: 1- 6
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 [11-20]
Revelation 5: 1-10
John 1:43-51

Genesis 14:17-20
Revelation 19: 6-10
John 2: 1-11
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Revelation 12: 1- 5a
Mark 1:21-28

8th Epiphany

15th 2nd of Epiphany

22nd 3rd of Epiphany

29th 4th of Epiphany
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ADDRESS TO A HAGGIS

Fair fa' your honest, sonsie face,
Great chieftain o the puddin'-race!
Aboon them a' ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe, or thairm:

Weel are ye wordy of a grace

As lang's my arm.

The groaning trencher there ye fill,
Your hurdies like a distant hill,

Your pin wad help to mend a mill

In time o need,

While thro your pores the dews distil
Like amber bead.

His knife see rustic Labour dight,

An cut you up wi ready slight,
Trenching your gushing entrails bright,
Like onie ditch;

And then, O what a glorious sight,
Warm-reekin, rich!

Then, horn for horn, they stretch an
strive:

Deil tak the hindmost, on they drive,
Till a' their weel-swall'd kytes belyve
Are bent like drums;

The auld Guidman, maist like to rive,
'Bethankit' hums.

Is there that owre his French ragout,
Or olio that wad staw a sow,

Or fricassee wad mak her spew

Wi perfect sconner,

Looks down wi sneering, scornfu view
On sic a dinner?

Poor devil! see him owre his trash,

As feckless as a wither'd rash,

His spindle shank a guid whip-lash,
His nieve a nit:

Thro bloody flood or field to dash,

O how unfit!

But mark the Rustic, haggis-fed,

The trembling earth resounds his tread,
Clap in his walie nieve a blade,

He'll make it whissle;

An legs an arms, an heads will sned,
Like taps o thrissle.

Ye Pow'rs, wha mak mankind your care,
And dish them out their bill o fare,
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware
That jaups in luggies:

But, if ye wish her gratefu prayer,

Gie her a Haggis!

Robert Burns

Of course, Burns is not for everyone, and so we offer this poem as well...

NEW YEAR’S DAY

The New Year’s days are white with snow, Each rushing stream is warmly dress’d,

The winds are laughing as they blow.

Across the ponds and lakes we glide,

And o’er the drifting snow we ride,

And down the hills we gaily slide,
For it is winter weather.
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An icy coat upon its breast,

And on each branch of every tree,

Packed in as close as close can be,

The next year’s leaflets we can see,
All nestled close together.

Celia Standish
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From our Priest-in-Charge

First of all may I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.
This is my last article as parish priest for St John’s before the family and I relocate to Holy
Spirit Southsea mid January.

Leaving, as we all know can be a very painful and anxious time for all concerned and more
specifically as my tenure here in Purbrook has been much shorter than anyone anticipated or
planned.

However the great festival of Christmas should remind us all that the Christian faith relies
not on any one person or indeed group but rather that it is God at the centre of our lives and
world and that through his dramatic intervention at the incarnation it is to him that we look
and trust.

Christmas also signals the start of the journey that Christ would lead through his ministry,
and as individuals and as a worshipping community we too should also see ourselves as
journeying and progressing as we develop and grow. This will mean change and as blessed
Henry Newman observes “To live is to change, to be perfect is to have changed often.”

In my experience, St John’s is full of life, commitment and love, and it is these Christian
qualities that must always continue to be the bedrock of the congregation and it is these
things that will continue to draw in new members young and old alike. For as the Spirit of
God cannot die, it will be up to all of you to see how and where the Spirit is moving and to
follow faithfully living out your call to be Christ like.

I would ask all members of the church to pray for those who will make important decisions
regarding the future ministry of St John’s, especially the Bishop, Archdeacon, Area Dean,
and PCC . I would also ask all members to support and help our faithful and committed
Churchwardens as they seek to lead you all into the next chapter of life at St John’s.

We as a family have made some deep and lasting friendships during our time here. I will
personally be indebted to all those who have helped and supported me in my ministry.

I will continue to pray for St John’s and the people of Purbrook and trust that God will
guide us all now and in the years to come.

With every blessing and farewell.

Father Phitlip



The call of ‘58’

Christian child development charity Compassion is one several organisations
joining forces with the aim of finally ending global poverty for the 1.4 billion people
worldwide who live on less than $1.25 a day.

This is a coalition of Christian organisations united by the belief that the Church is the
hope for the world. Indeed, the name ‘58’ comes from the call in Isaiah 58 to ‘loose
the chains of injustice’.

There is mounting evidence which suggests that this audacious goal is indeed
possible. In 1981, 52% of the world’s population lived in extreme poverty. That
number is now down to 26% meaning the percentage has been halved in one
generation! It is the hope of 58 that, if the church got more involved, extreme poverty
could be eradicated.

The centrepiece of the 58 campaign is a feature length documentary film about the
issues of poverty. Compassion UK will be using the 58 message to encourage people
to watch the film and show it to their friends and churches.

Here’s what’s being said about it: “The 58 film is more than challenging; it is
compelling — a wake-up call for us all. I urge churches, student groups and the
worldwide 24-7 Prayer networks to allow this resource to shape their prayers and
actions.’ (Pete Greig — 24-7 Prayer and Alpha International)

For more information about 58 and how to see the film, visit
www.compassionuk.org/58.
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Hope for 2012

‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6)

As the start of this New Year we are all aware of the uncertainties which we face,
especially in terms of our finances, jobs and economic prospects. We have to face the
big questions of life: what shall I do?; who can help me?; who cares for me? and what do
I say?

The familiar words of the prophet Isaiah were also given by God in a time of political
and economic uncertainty. The Assyrians had just conquered the northern kingdom of
Israel, fulfilling Isaiah’s warnings to the people, who had turned their back on God and
his ways. However, Isaiah also brings a word of hope, ‘The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light’ (2). For Isaiah, it felt as if the future had already arrived!
However, after 700 years the promised child was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. For us,
facing a New Year, he continues to be an answer to both our needs and questions:

Wonderful Counsellor: he will give us the wisdom we need, when we have difficult
decisions to make at work or home, or in dealing with our finances or future direction.

Mighty God: he will provide the help and strength to face the difficult diagnosis, the
family crisis or relationships breakdown, as we trust his plan and purpose for our lives.

Everlasting Father: he cares for us as a father cares for his children, so we can come to
him when we feel alone or we are really struggling, knowing that he hears and will
answer our prayers.

Prince of Peace: he has secured peace by his cross and resurrection, and so we can find
in him true acceptance, forgiveness and peace for our lives, relationships and future.

Therefore at the start of 2012, may ‘our joy be increased’ (3) as for the people in Isaiah’s
day. For only Jesus can truly turn our sorrow into joy and save us from the vicious spiral
of sin and death. Whatever the mess and mistakes we have made over the past year, he
can deal with them. With him both our present and future are secure. This is no
pipe-dream, for ‘the zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.’

- Revd. Paul Hardingham
™
..
-~
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SMILE LINES

Winter travel

A government warning said that anyone travelling in icy conditions should take: shovel,
blankets, sleeping bag, scarf, hat and gloves, 24 hours supply of food and drink, de-icer,
rock salt, torch, spare batteries, road flares, reflective triangles, tow rope, a five gallon
petrol jerrycan, first aid kit, and jump leads.

So ... I looked a complete pratt on the bus this morning!

Free travel

Living on earth may be expensive, but it includes an annual free trip around the sun.

Foot in mouth

The vet in a small town was also in charge of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.
Late one night the phone rang, and his wife answered.
An agitated voice inquired, "Is your husband there?"

"Do you require his services as a neighbourhood watch, or as a vet?" she asked. "Both!"
was the reply. "We can't get our dog's mouth open, and there's an intruder in it."

The husband’s guide to household repairs

~ Always take credit for miracles. If you dropped the alarm clock while taking it apart and
it suddenly starts working, you have repaired it.
~ Regardless of what people say, kicking, pounding, and throwing sometimes DOES help.
~ If something looks level, it is level.
~ If what you've done is stupid, but it works, then it isn't stupid.

Inspection

My husband, a U.S. Coast Guard pilot, was on an exchange tour with the Royal Navy in
England. Everyone who drove through the base's gates was required to hold an official ID
card up to the windshield for inspection by the guards. As a friendly competition, my
husband's squadron started flashing different forms of ID, such as a driving licence, just to
see how far they could go to fool the busy guards.

The winner? The fellow who breezed past waving a piece of toast.

RING OUT THE OLD, RING IN THE NEW

It’s probably because I’m just a Grumpy Old Man, but I do find it hard to see the
point of ‘celebrating’ New Year. For me, the event has all the stupendous excitement
of the milometer in the car clicking over from 39,999 to 40,000. It isn’t the solstice or
equinox. Nothing actually happens. It doesn’t commemorate anything, except that
we’re all that much older, that much nearer a pension or the great retirement home in
the sky.

Nevertheless, whatever the weather, New Year always sees vast crowds on the
streets of our great cities, cheering, getting drunk and dancing in the fountains of
Trafalgar Square. Dark men for some obscure reason carry bits of coal into
neighbours’ houses, and people who have no idea what the words mean, sing ‘Auld
Lang Syne‘. So what is it that they’re celebrating?

Surely not 2011 and its miserable economic news, recession and unemployment?
Surely not, either, the remorseless tread of time. I suspect in fact most of them have
simply turned up for the party, or perhaps it’s not 2011 at all that they have in mind,
but the new year, 2012 - hope triumphing over experience.

Of course the gloom of 2011 was lightened by personal highs - the birth of a child
or grand-child, perhaps, a marriage, a new friend. But reason (and in my case long
experience) tells me that 2012 will be very much like 2011, but, hey, hope springs
eternal.

So is it stupid, or pointless, or even wrong to celebrate the New Year? No, of course
not. Time is too serious, too important for us to take it lightly. The Old Preacher in the
Bible assures us that ‘for everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven’. He sees the passing of time as part of the way the Creation works -
‘God has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past
and future into our minds’ (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Humans, in other words, have an
understanding of past, present, future: we live in a world with tenses. And he has done
this ‘so that all should stand in awe before him’. Time, a gift of God, is awesome, and
its passage deeply significant.

No reason, then, not to mark the passing of the old year and the birth of the new
one, but every reason to recognise that we too are part of the process, carried along by
time’s tide but not helpless to make choices. Some of those choices may change us, or
our families, or our neighbours during the coming year. Some may eventually change
the world.

In God’s purpose, there is no reason at all why 2012 has to be like 2011. Let the old
year go, with all its memories, joys and hurts. And turn to the new one with faith and
prayer and - yes - hope. For myself, definitely no freezing fountains, excess alcohol or
lumps of coal. But even this Grumpy Old Man will raise a glass, say a prayer, and
watch the clock tick past midnight into a brave new year.

Canon David Winter
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1st January - The naming of Jesus

It is Matthew and Luke who tell the story of how the angel instructed that Mary’s baby
was to be named Jesus - a common name meaning ‘saviour’. The Church recalls the
naming of Jesus on 1 January - eight days after 25 December (by the Jewish way of
reckoning days). For in Jewish tradition, the male babies were circumcised and named
on their eighth day of life.

For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special significance. In Jewish tradition,

names expressed aspects of personality. Jesus’ name permeated his ministry, and it does

so today: we are baptised in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), we are justified through the

name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11); and God the Father has given Jesus a name above all others
(Phil 2:9). All Christian prayer is through ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, and it is ‘at the name

of Jesus’ that one day every knee shall bow.
Have you ever wondered where the name ‘Jesus’ comes from?

The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that occurs in several languages. It is of
Hebrew origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua. Or there is the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’.
In Greek, it became ° Incodg’ (I€solis), and in Latin it became ‘Iesus’.

The meaning of the name is “Yahweh delivers’ or “Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is
salvation’. No wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke 1:26-33 told Mary to name her baby
Jesus: “because he will save his people from their sins”.

6 January - Epiphany

On 6 January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the wise men to the baby Jesus. But
who were these wise men? No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and
that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia. It wasn’t until the
third century that they were they called kings - by a church father, Tertullian. Another
church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond with the gifts given.
Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and
wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing
- and even embalming. Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which the

world handled all three of these things. Since the eighth century, the magi have had the

names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior.
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‘In sweet music is such art’

In the age of silent films, each cinema had its own in-house pianist who would play while
the film was shown. The piano music would reflect the moods and emotions of the film
and provide a background for the drama on the screen. With recorded sound, music
assumed a greater importance, and studios would often commission the leading
composers of their day to write for their films.

Now the musical score is almost on an equal footing with the film itself. We think of the
Harry Potter films, and the evocative music of John Williams comes to mind. The James
Bond films would be the poorer without John Barry’s music. And Bernard Herrmann’s
nervous, eerie string score provided a brilliant reflection of the mystery/horror film
‘Psycho.’

During this year we shall be looking at a variety of films and seeing how music plays a
crucial part in them. H G Wells wrote to the composer Arthur Bliss ‘A film is a
composition and the musical composer is an integral part of the design.” Aaron Copland
called film music ‘a lamp you place beneath the screen to warm it.’

In this month’s film the musical score is not so much the lamp below the screen as the
light shining from the film. In 2004 the French film ‘The Chorus’ (‘Les Choristes’) was
released. It is the story of a new teacher, Monsieur Clément Mathieu, who arrives at a
boys’ boarding school. The children’s lives are dragooned by an oppressive head teacher,
Monsieur Rachin. His motto ‘Action — Reaction’ is a warning that any misdemeanour will
receive its due punishment. M. Mathieu has up to then been a failure, but in the course of
the film he discovers how his musical gifts can bring new life to the school.

He forms a choir, and with his guidance and with the enthusiasm of the pupils, the choir
excels. We hear how the boys progress in their singing from popular melodies to the
beautiful ‘La Nuit” by Rameau and ‘Caresse sur I’océan.” Music and singing bring a new
dimension of light and hope in the school, and later M. Mathieu saves the lives of the
boys in a different way. Sadly, the film ends with him being dismissed and leaving the
school, but we know that the gift of music and song lit by him will not be extinguished for
the story is told through the eyes of one of the pupils who has gone on to be a great
conductor.

‘The Chorus’ is both funny and sad, moving and heart-warming, as it shows how music
can be both a gift and a grace in human lives. Thomas Carlyle wrote, ‘It seems somehow
the very central essence of us, song; as if all the rest were but wrappings and hulls.” This
film shows how song and music can awaken a new dawn in the boys’ lives and open up
new horizons for them. Music and song can do that for all of us: they show us horizons
that reach out into eternity, where, as the book of Job describes, The morning stars sang
together, and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy.’
Revd. Michael Burgess




CROSSWORD

Across:

1 Protective covering recommended to the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:11) (6)

4 The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) (6)

8 Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48 years, who became the first saint to be
canonized by a pope (5)

9 ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’ (3 John 11) (7)

10 Reading desk in a church (7)

11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like — walking around™”’
(Mark 8:24) (5)

12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue (1 Timothy 6:11) (9)

17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher (Ecclesiastes 2:8) (5)

19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7)

21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s hearts were hard
(Matthew 19:8) (7)

22 Girl’s name (5)

23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)

24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being — (Acts 7:59) (6)

Down:

1 A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla (Acts 18:2) (6)
2 For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand, walking on water
(John 7:21) (7)
Abram’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5)
‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread alone.””” (Matthew 4:4) (7)
‘Peace I — with you; my peace I give you’ (John 14:27) (5)
‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but death separates you
and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)
9 Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to the Areopagus in Athens
(Acts 17:34) (7)
14 Or noise (anag.) (7)
15 ‘Even though I walk through the valley of the — of death, I will fear no evil’
(Psalm 23:4) (6)
16 © — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6)
18 Saver (anag.) (5)
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed’
(John 12:24) (5)
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Answers to December 2011 Crossword:-
Across:

1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, Ate.

16, Job’s comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five.
26, Enigma. 27, Drench.
Down:

1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10, Excel.
11, Is man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan.
20, Abana. 21, Greed. 22, GCMG. 23, Leah.

Answers to January 2012 Crossword will appear in the next edition.
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