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Sunday 19th April
(Second Sunday of Easter)
As restrictions due to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic remain in place, all
church services and meetings are currently cancelled. This notice sheet is being
issued by email to church members.
Morning Worship: 10.30am on Facebook
Today’s service will be streamed live on the Christ Church Facebook page:
facebook.com/ChristChurchPortsdown . The service will not be live on YouTube
but will be posted later on the Christ Church Portsdown YouTube channel. It will also
be shared on the St John’s Facebook page. All the readings and the collect for today
are at the bottom of this sheet. The reading from John chapter 20 will be included in
the service.
You may also like to watch:
• the national Church of England service led by two Wakefield clergy and their
family and will include prayer, hymns and a family game (Sunday 9.00am) at
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
• Sunday Worship from St Davids Cathedral on BBC1 (Sunday 10.00am)
• Songs of Praise on BBC1 (Sunday 1.15pm).
• Several other churches are also streaming services every day, which can be
watched online at any time during the week.
The Easter Sunday service from the Vicarage is now available to watch on the
Christ Church YouTube channel page. The simplest way to see this is to go to
youtube.com and search for Christ Church Portsdown. Alternatively you can go direct
to: tinyurl.com/qmnlz2e Please do subscribe to the channel. If we get enough
subscribers, we can change the URL to something more meaningful!
GIVING
Both of our churches are experiencing reduced income from cancelled hall bookings
and the lack of collections at services. If you usually give in the plate, please do
consider switching to Direct Debit or online payment. The best way to do this is via
the Parish Giving Scheme.
You can find out more at www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk
You can also register online at register.parishgiving.org.uk
To register you will need the following details:
For Christ Church:
For St John’s:
Parish: Portsdown Christ Church
Parish: St John the Baptist
Diocese: Portsmouth
Village: Purbrook
PGS Parish Code: 290629068
Diocese: Portsmouth
PGS Parish Code: 290629070

COMMUNITY FIRST HELPLINE
Havant Borough Council, working with Community First has set up a helpline that
residents in Havant Borough who are isolating at home can ring, should they require
assistance; shopping, prescription collections, dog-walking, a friendly voice to speak
to etc. Requests for assistance are passed to voluntary groups around the borough,
some specifically set up for this purpose.
If you, or someone you know, are self-isolating, live in Havant Borough and need
help, then call Community First on 0300 500 8085.
CHURCH OFFICE
The church office is closed. Emma is working from home, so please note her number
below if you wish to speak to her.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
COLLECT
Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors of our
hearts, that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and
peace, to the praise of God the Father.
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT: Exodus 14:10–31
10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to
Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this
not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the
Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in
the wilderness.’ 13 But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see
the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom
you see today you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have
only to keep still.’ 15 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. 16 But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over
the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will
gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot
drivers. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory
for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 19 The angel of God who
was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20 It came between
the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 21 Then
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided.
22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after
them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch
the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and
threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord
is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your
hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots and chariot drivers.’ 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots
and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the
sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through
the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 30 Thus
the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians.
So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

NEW TESTAMENT: Acts 2:14a, 22–32
14 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I
say. 22 ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through
him among you, as you yourselves know— 23 this man, handed over to you according
to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands
of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having freed him from death,
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says
concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be
shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh
will live in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One
experience corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make
me full of gladness with your presence.” 29 ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you
confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is
with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an
oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned
to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.” 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of
that all of us are witnesses.’
GOSPEL READING: John 20:19–31
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.’
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 26 A week later his disciples
were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 30 Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But these
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

